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Facts of Lake Erie

Lake Erie is the eleventh largest lake in the world (by surface area), and the fourth largest of the Great Lakes in surface
area and the smallest by volume.

Ninety-five percent of Lake Erie's total inflow of water comes via the Detroit River water from all the "upper lakes" --
Superior, Michigan and Huron -- the St. Clair River, Lake St. Clair and numerous tributaries. The rest comes from
precipitation. Lake Erie is the shallowest of the Great Lakes and is especially vulnerable to fluctuating water levels.

Wind setups (wind pushing the water from one end of the lake toward the other), usually from west to east, have
produced large short- term differences in water levels at the eastern and western ends of the lake, the record being more
than 16 ft (4.88 m).

The water provided by Lake Erie for waterborne commerce, navigation, manufacturing, and power production has led to
intensive industrial development along its shore, but the basin's moderate temperatures have also encouraged recreation
and agriculture.

Lake Erie is the warmest and most biologically productive of the Great Lakes, and the Lake Erie walleye fishery is widely
considered the best in the world.

Point Pelee National Park in Lake Erie is the southernmost point on Canada's mainland.
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